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“ I Do IT Gladly……..with gratitude and grace.
“I do it gladly
with
gratitude & grace”

The snow has finally melted in most places, and it does indeed feel like Spring. The
Day of Love ladies are busy as usual on a Tuesday morning, and there seems to be
better energy now that the weather has changed. It all serves as a reminder that our
God is always at work, maybe just not on the schedule we might prefer.

A special thank you to all who worked in any way to make our observations of Holy Week and Easter special.
Our senior choir and Lisa presented a moving cantata on Good Friday. The flowers and sanctuary were
beautiful. It always amazes me how God is at work in this place…and in so many different ways…all in giving
glory to God.
As our program year comes to a close, we will be ending our theme of all we do with gratitude and grace. I’d
like to share a devotion from “Hope for Each Day” called The Grace of Gratitude: The Pilgrim Fathers who
landed at Plymouth in 1620 knew nothing of the bountiful prosperity that so many people enjoy today. During
that first long winter, seven times as many graves were made for the dead as homes were built for the living.
Seed, imported from England, failed to grow, and a ship that was to bring food and relief, brought thirty-five
more mouths to feed, but not an ounce of provisions. They caught fish, hunted wild fowl, and venison. They had
a little English meal and some Indian corn.
Yet their lives were marked by a spirit of constant thankfulness. On one occasion William Brewster,
rising from a scanty dinner of clams and water, gave thanks to God “for the abundance of the sea and the
treasures hid in the sand.”
According to today’s standards, they had little; but they possessed a sense of great gratitude. Gratitude
is one of the greatest Christian graces; ingratitude, one of the most vicious sins. Ask God to open your eyes to
all the blessings bestowed on you, and to give you a fresh spirit of gratitude-not just at this season of the year,
but always.
“In a world in which you can be anything….be kind.”
Pastor Dave

YOUTH NEWS
Youth news April 2019
April was a busy month for us even though we didn’t meet for classes.
We had 3 boys go to Green Lake for the Youth Spring Retreat. If your child hasn’t gone to camp, I strongly
encourage it. They will love meeting new friends and experiencing all that camp has to offer. Most kids
continue to go every year after that initial time. We have many kids going to camp this year!
We had two fundraisers this month. We cleaned up at Sioux Historic the day after the Gala. Thanks to all the
youth and parents that helped. We also had our annual Easter breakfast. Thanks to everyone that helped with
that. Also, thank you to everyone that joined us for breakfast that morning. We appreciate your support.
We had our very first Easter egg hunt this year! We had about 35 kids that had fun collecting eggs.
We had our last Mentor meeting. Our 9th grade class will be Confirmed on September 29, 2019.
Glue kids went bowling for their last day. Thank you for sending your kids each week. I enjoy getting to know
them and watching them grow.
Steeple People did their Spring ditch clean up. We still had a few ditches full of water, but we managed to get
to the rest of them.
The last day of Sunday School was the 28th. Thank you for joining your children each week. We appreciate
your commitment. A big thank you to the Board of Education for all their hard work. We are always looking for
volunteers, so don’t be afraid to speak up. You do not have to be a part of the board to help with Sunday School.
We will gladly take your help!

Coming up:
May 1st- Last day of Confirmation
Last day of Steeple People- We will be recognizing our Seniors
19th- Senior Recognition Sunday; Sophomore and Junior youth and Parents will be serving Fellowship
June 7th- VBS at Camp NeSoDak 9-3pm. The sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board by the office or
you can email me.
June17th- ELCA Valley fair Day- Information will be out soon

Thank you to these people for their donations to the youth:
Lois Bergeson

Dean & Karen Strand

James & Sharron Johnson
Many blessings,
Nancie Haukos

Harris & Marlys Selvig

Mary Lou Olson

James & Julie Hipple

Russ & Ronda Thielke

First English Lutheran Church
Board Meeting – April 1, 2019
Present: Scott Simonitch, Becky Parker, Pastor Dave Tonn, Debbie Ellingson, Cindy Scholberg, Dan Stores, Kristi Ehrenberg, Matt
Karels, Marilee Haukos, Tami Lundberg
President Scott Simonitch called the meeting to order.
M/S/P Deb/Kristi to approve the minutes of the January meeting with one change. Lay Ministry says Marilee Haukos spoke when it
was Kristi Ehrenberg.
M/S/P Kristi/Marilee to approve minutes for Special meeting in March.
M/S/P Matt/Cindy to approve the January, February, March Treasurer’s report.
M/S/P Becky/Cindy to move undesignated Thrivent money and interest on the Minnwest checking account to general fund and use
some of it to pay for Parish Nurse training and motel rooms.
M/S/P Tami/Kristi to approve new rate for CD for Choir fund.
M/S/P Matt/Becky to description and decisions regarding finance team duties and to appoint proposed members. (Keven B., Barb W.,
Eldon K., Andy S., Becky P (treasurer)).
M/S/P Tami/Becky to release Shelly Clark from membership.
M/S/P Marilee/Tami to approve conference dues ($200) and ministerial dues ($25)
M/S/P Kristi/Matt to set date for annual meeting for June 16 and installation for June 23.
Lay Ministry, Kristi Ehrenberg: Names for board are Marilyn Chindvall, Kirsten Karels, Jocelyn Schowalter. Kristi will check with
them. WAM and Tech report were accepted. There was no Endowment report. Members have been approached and accepted for the
finance team. They are Keven Berdan, Andy Strei, Elden Knutson, Barb Wiese & Becky Parker (Treasurer). Kristi has job
descriptions done and they look great. Senior acolyte gifts will be ordered by Lynn. Senior recognition will be May 19th. Would like to
continue Hymn Sing at Fairway View but need to check on capacity of Orpheum or if it could be outdoors and what the rules are for
bringing in treats and if they need to be prepackaged and are allowed. Lynn will follow-up. Will keep Christmas Eve services at 3:30
& 5:00.
Evangelism, Marilee Haukos: For Mission Emphasis Sunday, we are looking into maybe having someone from Abby of the Hills
come talk and date will be determined on when they are available. Plan on New Member Sunday in the fall. October 13 was suggested
and works with Pastor Dave. Michelle will continue to do the Easter/Holy Week ads. All current members will stay on the board.
Christian Education, Notes submitted by Sara Wollschlager 1. Family Model: going good, its a work in progress! Thanks Amy
Hodenfield for taking this on! All in One Sunday School Curriculum book - Amy is going to peak at this and bring to next meeting.
2. VBS 2019: Kari is talking with Nancie on this. We are signed up. Kari will check with Marilyn on driving bus. Can the
endowment funds help pay for this along with our funds? June 7th is the date for VBS. Finished Kindergarten and up. $25/kid plus
$10 for shirt so $35 total. Nancie is doing sign up for this right now.
3. Green Lake Bible Camp Elementary Retreat - sign up with Nancie
4. March 24th Bible Camp Sunday Eval: we liked this and will do this again in the future\
5. Nursing Home Live service on April 14: Can Kids stay and do whole service? No that is too much for the kids. Kids sing at
10:15am and pass out bulletins/palms/greet at this time also. If kids want to stay, they can. Residents will be notified. During church,
he wants the kids to parade in on first song waving their palm branches. We will have them sing during children’s message that day.
Put a Facebook message that kids should meet in back of church before service. Amy will double check with Pastor Dave & put on
Facebook.
6. Finding replacements: Kari, Sandy, & Jamie would like to be done in July. Alicia Lee will be joining in August. We should try to
find an additional two. Possibly Ginger Athey? Amy will ask her and Kelly (Scarlett’s mom).
7. Final Day and Memory Work: April 28th is the last day of Sunday School. During church this day, we can have the kids all go up
and lead in the Lord’s Prayer to show their memory work. We will continue doing this at the end of Sunday School each day so it is
good practice. Maybe we can relook at this next year and see if we want to “push” this more. Maybe look at memorizing one
verse/month, possibly during Children’s Message. Last Day: Each member plan a small craft or activity or game to do as a station
that day. Root Beer floats will be the snack of choice.
8. No teacher recognition or end of year plans.
9. Senior Recognition Gifts: 6 girls, 2 boys. Last year we did cross
bracelets. Spend about $15. Lori Strei sells jewelry. Kari will talk to
her.
10. Sept 29 is date set for Confirmation. Gifts are purchased already.
11. Thanks Nancie & Ron for nursery and game room!!!! We love
it!!!!!!
Youth and Family, Cindy Scholberg: Board members Kim and
Bridget need to be replaced. Board is concerned about the lack of
parent participation. Ongoing eval of programming is going well.
$165 was collected from souper bowl of caring collection and brought
to Big Stone food shelf. Sale for subs was great, we had $513.76 in
profits, up from last year by $144.00 Need to stress the fact orders
need to be placed ahead of time. Youth Sunday evaluation, kids did an
excellent job at the fundraiser breakfast that replaced the dunk tank
from Cornfest. We made $521.99. Fairway View event was held in
December, nothing else planned at this time. Fundraising will be Gala
cleanup and also the Easter Breakfast. Nobody will be attending
Senior Gathering this year. Nancie is working on Easter breakfast and
letters went out April 1st. We will look for a couple days for the
summer trip to do service work. May 1st will be the last day for
Steeple People recognition and want to make sure it’s on the calendar.
Letters went out last week to seniors as well as sophomores and
juniors (only one junior) to serve for Senior Recognition on May 19.
VBS will be June 7th at Camp NeSodak. We are working on filling the
vacancies and who to ask. Youth & parents need to be aware that only
active youth are awarded scholarships for trips.
Stewardship, Debbie Ellingson: Pink envelope emphasis blurbs have
been in the bulletin and newsletter and will continue. Opportunity
sheets have been compiled and given to each board member. Make
sure financial secretary, Liz, knows the designation of the Lenten
offering emphasis goes to the Foster program. Nothing new to report
on electronic giving update. Courtney Peterson has moved so we need
to fill her vacancy. Debbie has agreed to stay on the board and will
ask Andy if he would be willing.
Board of Properties, Matt Karels: Two to three people would like to

come on the board. Items from Dean, cement by cross is heaved, might have Croatt look at it in the spring when he comes. Will look
into seal coating the parking lot. Education wing needs tuck pointing. Will to take down “reserved for pastor” sign and to make the
first three alley spots (closest to door) into two wider handicap parking spots. Issues with city on location of alley snow. Thoughts on
keeping inside doors locked but having education wing door open and narthex door open for mail and deliveries when building is
empty, left open for discussion. Tables have been ordered. Had to send seven back because of damage in shipping. Still trying to
decide what to do with the old heavy tables. Thanks to Garry, Ethel and Terry K. for updating inventory. Ongoing projects at church?
Narthex monitor has been installed. Changing stations install will be done Saturday, April 6th. Bathroom remodel will be to remove
the partition and put a lock on the door. Family model ss room status, we are still working on this. Light on lectern status, have
contacted Nelson Electric but they have not been here yet. Narthex ceiling status Art will leave it until after Easter. Spring Cleanup
date will be April 28th.
Next meeting is May 6th.
Meeting was closed with a prayer.

CHURCH NEWS
PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND COMFORT
Dawn Barnhardt; Joan Block; Lee Fahlgren; Marlo & Barb Hansen; Jim Johnson; Stan Lynne; Gerry Nypen;
Mark Nypen; Gail Olson; Shirley Scheele; Dennis Schentzel; Aaron Smith; Gordy Vollmer; Anders Anderson;
Matthew Athey; Paulette Bakeberg; Paul Erdman; Brian Essington; Verden Gerber; Loren Grimm; Larry
Helgeson; Natalie Henneberg; Jeanette Kaercher; John Malzahn; Linda Olson; Shawn Overholser; Christopher Petersen,
Bella Rademacher; Ron Reinke; Christopher Sis; Dorothy Tangen; Terry Ward; Kelvin Weber; and Gwen Zimmerman.
AT FAIRWAY VIEW NEIGHBORHOODS: Hazel Bergseth; Howard Janssen; Betty Saeger; & Cheryl Wittnebel.
ALL OUR MILITARY who are deployed to areas of conflict. When names are added to the prayer list please include an
address for the Day of Love Ladies to send cards. Please let us know when a name should be removed.
SYMPATHY
. . . to the family of Norman Shelsta who passed away, Thursday, April 4th and services were held Tuesday, April 9th at
11:00 am at First English Lutheran Church.
. . . to Evelyn Olson and family on the passing of her sister-in-law, Fern Cole, who passed away early April 9th.
Celebration of life will be held after Easter.
KDIO BROADCASTS (sponsored . . .)
. . . (Sunday, April 7) is provided by your gifts to the Endowment Fund.
. . . (Sunday, April 14) is provided by your gifts to the Endowment Fund.
. . . (Sunday, April 21) in memory of Ruth Nagel celebrating her heavenly birthday. Lovingly missed by her family,
Doran, Michelle, Mike, Dave, Sheila & their families.
. . . (Sunday, April 28) is provided by your gifts to the Endowment Fund.
Congratulations and God’s Blessing
. . . to Tyler & Alicia Adelman on the birth of their son, Ander Weston.
. . . to Eric & Kirsten Collins on the birth of their daughter, Brooklyn Renee on March 29th. Pat Collins is the grandma.
. . . to Cass & Emily Sigler on the birth of their son, Oakley on March 27.
. . . to D’Laine Thomas & Rashad Wichterman on the birth of their daughter McKenna on March 27th.

CIRCLE MEETINGS
Circle #2: Thurs., May 2nd @ 1:30 pm. @ Fairway View
Circle #3: Wed., May 1st @ 1:30 pm at Fairway View
Circle #4: Wed., May 1st @ 9:00 am @ Fairway View. Hostess: Carol Newman, Lesson: Sharon Smith.

ALTAR GUILD TEAMS – MAY
Sacristy, Sanctuary, Banners & Surplices:
Fair Linens:
Brass Care:
Flower Committee:

Chelsey Stattelman, Ginger Athey
Evelyn Olson
Mary Lou Olson & Virginia Wildung
Kandi Hamann, Julie Hipple

The pink envelopes for each month are
for designated funds. You may designate
your extra gift to any fund you wish. Our
Board of Stewardship also designates a
special emphasis for each month of the
year. Money given in May is used for
ELCA Global Missions and our companion
synod in South Africa. Your gifts are used
to help Global Mission projects as well as
rural congregations in South Africa.

Saturday - May 18 at noon
Potluck Salad Luncheon
Hostess Circle #4, Program Circle #3

will be held May 3-4 at First Lutheran in Marshall.

Is set for Friday, May 17th, at Trinity Lutheran in Boyd. The guest speaker will be Pastor Harvey
Nelson. He will talk about his visit to Israel and Palestine Morning coffee will begin at 9:30 am,
followed by the meeting at 10 am, and adjourning with a noon lunch. Offerings given will go to
support mission work.

will be held in Ortonville on Thursday, May 2nd at New Life Community Baptist Church at 7
am. The event is sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Ortonville. We will be serving breakfast
provided by Lingonberry’s. A freewill offering will be received.

46th Annual Scandinavian Food Fair…..November 2, 2019
It’s time to think about “planting seeds” – sowing seeds in fields and planting gardens. You are probably asking
yourself what does this have to do with our Food Fair. We can think of gardening and planting as a simple act of
setting something into motion that will help create, AND we would like to plant a seed of “enthusiasm” with each
of you to help create new thoughts and ideas. As you work in your gardens, prepare for canning, relax and sew
and work on other hobbies these next months, think about ways in which you can or would like to contribute.
Our “Basket Boutique” was a huge success last year… think about a theme and work on a basket for several
months. We would like to add more baskets this year for our youth and would also ask that as you complete
your baskets, you insert a list of what your basket contains.
We had a great event last year with everyone’s help and hard work! Plant your seeds, sow your seeds in the
fields, water and nurture and let’s watch the enthusiasm for our project grow and bloom.
Give either Kathy (320-808-8669) or Ethel (320-305-0825) a call. Let us know how your seeds of
“enthusiasm” are growing!!!!

Join us on Sunday, May 19th, during regular worship as we honor the following high school seniors who
will be graduating this month. They include:
Sergio, son of Shelly Clark
Jason, son of Harley & Ellie Helgeson
Natalie, daughter of Richard & Marla Strei
Carissa, daughter of Jared & Bridget Schwebach
Justine, daughter of Joe & Jennifer Wiik
Genevieve, great granddaughter of Joann Hasslen
Rachel, daughter of Jason & Kim Mork
Mackenzie, daughter of Will Stagner & Melanie Stagner
Thank you to Day of Love for making the gifts of quilts which will be presented during the special
blessing ceremony at the end of worship. Following worship coffee/fellowship will be hosted by the
students and parents of the junior class.

You’re invited to the following graduation Open Houses:
Jason Helgeson – An Open House Graduation Celebration in honor of Jason
Helgeson, son of Harley and Ellie Helgeson, will be held on Saturday, May 25, from
3:00-6:00 at their home. Directions from Ortonville: 5 miles east of Ortonville on US
Hwy 12, and 1.5 miles north on county highway 21.

THANK YOU’S
Thank you for supporting FELCs giving emphasis!

May, 2019
Designated Funds
Building (please specify)
$______
Operating Fund
$______
Other Global Missions _
Companion Synod in S.A.
$______
Name_____________________________

January……………………………………………Technology Fund
February .................................................. Service Trip Scholarship
March …………………………….Big Stone Lake Area Food Shelf
April ......................................................... SWMN Funding Initiative
May ....... Global Missions - Companion Synod in South Africa
June ..................................................................... Someplace Safe
July ........................................................................Families in Need
August.....................................................................Baptism Chests
September ........................................................ Endowment Fund
October .............................................. Jaycees Project Christmas
November .................. God’s Work, Our Hands/Service Projects
December ........................................................ ELCA Missionaries

Thank you to everyone who donated Easter Lilies/plants to our Easter Garden:
. . . in loving memory of Richard Janke by Pat Janke
. . . in loving memory of Bill Hoel by Donna Hoel & family
. . . in loving memory of Jerry Dragseth from Marge Dragseth.
. . . in loving memory of JoAnn Strei from Richard, Marla & family
. . . in loving memory of Ray Bergeson & other loved ones from Lois Bergeson & family.
. . . in loving memory of my parents Dr. Roger & Evelyn Nolop from Nancy Nolop.
. . . in loving memory of Larry Haukos from Kathy Haukos & family.
. . . in loving memory of Gene Olson from Mary Lou Olson & family.
. . . in loving memory of Jerry Dragseth from Matt & Kirsten Karels & family.
. . . in honor of our family by Jon & Carol Ydstie
. . . in loving memory of Dallas Hanson by Marilyn Hanson.
. . . in loving memory of Adeline Brown by David & Debbie Ellingson & family.
. . . in loving memory of Herman & Alice Ellingson by David & Debbie Ellingson & family.

Part of the Board of Lay Ministry’s job description says that the board is to:
Ensure that a pastoral relations committee is active and that it offers verbal encouragement and/or
directions to the pastor(s). Current members of this committee are Garry Swenson, Nancy Nolop,
Scott Simonitch, and Shannon Millerbernd.
If any congregant has an issue and doesn’t feel they can talk directly to the Pastor, they are invited
to speak to one of the committee members. Please consider this an open invitation; both negative
and positive comments are welcome. The committee meets with the Pastor twice each year, more
frequently if necessary. Thank you to those willing to serve in this capacity. Pastor Dave.

‘As members of the
ELCA, we believe that
we are freed in Christ
to serve and love our
neighbor. With our
hands, we do God’s
work of restoring and
reconciling
communities in Jesus
Christ’s name
throughout the world.’

