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Show Us How to LOVE

“Show us how to LOVE….and worship”
“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39

and worship

WELCOME, PASTOR DENISE AND KEVIN FOSSEN!!!!!

LOVE: There's no other word like it! It can be used lightly like “I love chocolate,” or it can be
the most powerful of words when coming from deep within the heart, “I love you!” Love is a need, a want, an emotion,
a motivator, a healer, a bonding force, a life-changer, an action word. Jesus reduced all of the Ten Commandments to
the word LOVE—Love God and Love your neighbors. Jesus implies love involves action. When love is put into
action, it can probably solve almost all of humanity's problems. Why? Because GOD is LOVE and God is more
powerful than evil, death, and sin. Last summer at our parking lot devotional services, Lisa shared stories from Bob
Goff's book Love Does—examples of the surprising, positive things that can happen when love is put into action! It
was a wonderful testament to the power of doing love. Even more miraculous is that love never runs out! Do you
remember the Sunday School song, Love Is Something if You Give it Away?
The words are:
Love is something if you give it away,
Love is like a lucky penny,
You've got to give it away, Give it away,
Hold it tight and you won't have any,
Love is something if you give it away,
But, give it away and you'll have plenty,
You'll end up having more.
You'll end up having more.
LOVE. Who can argue with it? It's a win-win for giving it and receiving it. The world is crying for more of it!
Jesus, show us how to love!!
Speaking of love, God has blessed us with His love and faithfulness by bringing Pastor Denise and Kevin to our
community of faith! What a challenging time to begin a new position as our pastor when we are still masking,
distancing, and having limited gatherings! We are hoping that as the warmer weather of spring arrives and more people
receive their vaccinations, we might be able to safely allow for more fellowship so that Pr. Denise and Kevin can get
to know us. Until then, our hope is that you will continue to worship with us in person or on KDIO or Facebook so
that you will get to know Pr. Denise. And, when you have the opportunity, introduce yourselves and welcome them to
our family. We pray that God will bless their journey with us and that we will be a blessing to them as together we
share in fulfilling our mission: By the grace of God First English Lutheran Church will grow as one family of faith,
secure in the knowledge of Christ’s gift of salvation, proclaiming God’s love for all.
Marilyn Chindvall, Vice President

YOUTH NEWS
Youth news May 2021

Confirmation students finished working on sermon notes and the end of the year project. Thank
you so much to Liz Ketz for volunteering to teach Confirmation this year!
Youth Group did the Spring ditch clean up and made succulent fairy gardens. It was a great year
with this group! A big thanks to Ronda for all her help.
Thank you to all the Sunday school kids and families for adapting to this year’s way of Sunday
school. I hope and pray to see all your smiling faces in person next Fall!
It has been such a strange year. I miss the kids SO much! I think about them often and love when I
can see them out and about! (some of them even seem happy to see me)
We end April with no Pastor and start May with Pastor Denise! It has been a long time coming and
we are excited to have her join our church family! We celebrated her installation on April 25th.

Coming up:

Join us on May 2nd for Pastor Denise’s first Sunday.
Senior Recognition will be May 16th. We have 7 Seniors graduating.
VBS will be June 4th at Bonanza State Park. It is from 9am-4pm. June 11th will be our back-up date.
Information will be coming out about a Duluth trip for the older youth and information about the
ELCA Gathering that will be in Minneapolis in 2022.

Thank you to these people for their donations to the youth:
Russ & Ronda Thielke

James & Julie Hipple

Jim and Ranet Schmeichel

Marilyn Chindvall

Have a blessed month of May,
Nancie Haukos

Bruce and Evie Swigerd
Rob and Kathy Randall

Pat Collins
Lois Bergeson

First English Lutheran Church
Board Meeting—April 5th, 2021
Members Present: Kristi Ehrenberg (president), Marilyn Chindvall (vice president), Becky Parker – Treasurer, Sara
Mattison–Lay Ministry, Courtney Giese—Stewardship, Marilee Haukos and Kim Anderson—Evangelism, Kirby
Athey—Properties, Mari Athey—secretary
Meeting called to order by Kristi Ehrenberg (president) at 7:20 pm.
Approval of March minutes. Add Evangelism notes. Becky and Kim. MSP
Approval of March treasures report. Marilee and Marilyn. MSP
Approval of Financial Work Group recommendations. Courtney and Sara. MSP
Approval of Membership changes: Melvin and Jackie Domine for membership, David and Anne Tonn for release
from membership. Marilee and Becky. MSP
Board of Lay Ministry: Marilyn Chindvall and Sara Mattison
Approval to sing with masks from now on. Special music soloists can be sung from the balcony without a mask on
but must socially distance from accompanist and should stand behind the shield. We will continue to have people
sign-in as they enter the narthex, and it is suggested to have a greeter sit at the table. Ushers may also start again;
only one or two per Sunday may be needed to assist with social distancing during seating and dismissal. According
to CDC guidelines, hymnals are not a threat, so those will be placed back in the pews (Mari did this the following
Friday). Endowment recommendations: scholarship to Monarch Heights for technology ($800.00), scholarship to
Carissa Vanderwal for expenses at Gustavus College ($400.00), donation to SDSU Lutheran Center from Missions
Category ($200.00), Tabled a request from Salvation Army for any amount. Motion for up to $1,500.00 to be used
for technology for Pastor Fossen’s computer and new computer in sanctuary. The Shelsta bequest money was
moved into Capitol Improvement for upcoming building maintenance.
Board of Christian Education: Phone in
No update on VBS yet. Palm Sunday with the kids at Fairway View went really well. Senior Recognition is set for May
16th. Will need to contact Day of Love on quilt status. Nancie will to the Sr. Board. According to CDC guidelines and
recommendations from FELCW (notes below), fellowship is not suggested at this time.
Board of Stewardship: Courtney Giese
The Financial Work Group report was read. Darin Ehrenberg and Treasurer will be added to Stewardship board.
Becky will work on verbiage for adding treasurer. Andy is coming off the board.
Board of Evangelism: Marilee Haukos and Kim Anderson
Still working on details pertaining Michelle Giese’s niece who works with an adoption agency to speak for Mission
Emphasis Sunday. Approval of Melvin and Jackie Domine to join and release of membership of David & Anne Tonn.
Board of Properties: Kirby Athey, Cory Stattelman, and Ron Athey
Approved $50.00 custodial fee for church use. There may
need some new paint in the hallway of the education wing
and the main part of the church. There are some ceiling tiles in
the basement that will need to be replaced. Will look into
replacing and accepting bids to re-shingle education wing.
With recent winds, some of them have blown off the roof. Ron
is going to call The Bat Guys. This summer it will be completed
with original bidding. Temporary lighting has been placed in
the balcony for organists. Waiting to hear from Marilyn H. and
Lisa B. if they approve or will need something different. The
crack filling was completed last week. We need to get on the
same schedule as when the city does with BPI. Kirby will call
BPI and find out when they do it. No board member changes.
Other: There were 3 ladies from the FELCW who came in to
inspect the current status of the kitchen. They have been
monitoring the State Guidelines. The current version as of
3/15/21 notes: No food service or beverage consumption is
allowed in churches except for ritual purposes such as
communion. They said they would need 2 weeks to get the
kitchen thoroughly cleaned and ready for use once the
restrictions are lifted. They also noted that the coffee pot
was limping along and will likely need to be replaced at
some point. The kitchen should not be “rented out” for
other groups at this time either.
Given these current restrictions, we discussed that if we do
some type of reception for Pastor Fossen, it will likely need
to be done outside. Ideas are being brainstormed for this
event.
We briefly talked about the Lockwood service and what restrictions they need to follow. It was noted that we are no
longer required to limit occupancy to 25 %, but we do still need to maintain social distancing.
Next council meeting will be held May 3rd at 7:00 p.m. with Pr. Fossen.
Motion to adjourn at 7:56 p.m. MSP

CHURCH NEWS
PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND COMFORT
Ron Behling, Jane Debner; Marlow Hansen; Ken Henneberg; Bev Jones; Brandi Tweeter; Gerry Nypen; Mark Nypen;
Gail Olson; Jim Schmeichel; Marlys Selvig; Daryl Bell; Mick Boone; Henry Domine; Paul Erdman; Larry Helgeson;
Natalie Henneberg; Candice Henningson; Rayonna Johnson; Linda Olson; Janice Redfield; Mark Stolpman; Dorothy
Tangen; Christina Thompson; Terry Ward; and Michael Zinski. AT FAIRWAY VIEW NEIGHBORHOODS: Howard Janssen;
Eleanor Nickolauson; Betty Saeger; Aletta Simonitch, & Cheryl Wittnebel. ALL OUR MILITARY who are deployed to areas
of conflict, especially Jeff Anderson, Kirby Athey, Ryan Parady, Jacob Hamann, Sergio Clark-Carbajal and Mallory Roelke. If
you would like a name added/removed from our prayer list, please contact Mari in the church office.
SYMPATHY
. . . to the family of Verden Gerber who passed away on April 10th, 2021.
KDIO BROADCASTS (sponsored . . .)
. . . (Thursday, April 1) is sponsored by Jon and Carol Ydstie.
. . . (Friday, April 2) is sponsored by Becky Parker in memory of her mother, Beryl Cebula, who passed away 2 years ago. She
loved First English so much!
. . . (Sunday, April 4) is sponsored in memory of Fred Lockwood by Nola and the family.
. . . (Sunday, April 11) is sponsored in memory of Dr. Roger and Evelyn Nolop from Nancy Nolop.
. . . (Sunday, April 18) in by Richard and Marla Strei.
. . . (Sunday, April 25) is provided by our FELC members in honor of Pastor Fossen’s installment here at FELC.
CONGRATULATIONS AND GOD’S BLESSING
. . . to RaeAnn and Levi Lupkes on the birth of their daughter, Lyla Ann on April 3rd.
. . . to Austin and Shelby Schoon as they helped welcome their son, Louie Stephen, into the Lord’s family through the
sacrament of Holy Baptism on April 11th. Sponsors are Andy and Jena Strei.

ALTAR GUILD TEAMS – MAY
Sacristy, Sanctuary, Banners & Surplices:
Fair Linens:
Brass Care:
Flower Committee:

The pink envelopes for each month are for
designated funds. You may designate your
extra gift to any fund you wish. Our Board of
Stewardship also designates a special
emphasis for each month of the year. Money
given in May is used for ELCA Global Missions
and our companion synod in South Africa.
Your gifts are used to help Global Mission
projects as well as rural congregations in
South Africa.

for the lovely flower arrangements
for Administrative Professional’s
Day! From Liz, Nancie, & Mari

Chelsey Stattelman, Ginger Athey
Evelyn Olson
Mary Lou Olson & Virginia Wildung
Evie Johnson

Through your generosity we were able to
donate $2,700 from our Special Lenten
Offering to the Trojan Take-out AND $2,440
to the Big Stone Area Food Shelf from our
March Special Offering Envelopes!
If you are a member of the church and are
interested, please call the church office.

who gifted the Altar Guild with two beautiful
banners once again! One of them has our theme
“Show Us How to Love and Worship” and has been
placed in the Narthex. Be sure to check it out!

With the increasing number of attendance during our Sunday services, we are asking any
current ushers and greeters who would are comfortable to help with Sunday services, please
contact Mari in the church office. Duties would be very minimal prior to worship.

coming up on June 6, 11 & 12th. We need volunteers to gather virtually on Zoom as a synod to
worship, conduct the business of the assembly, and elect a new bishop. While this year’s
gathering may look a little different, we are coming to you with the same excitement to gather
in faith and gratitude as we all experience the assembly in a new way! Registration will close on
May 17th so please get ahold of Mari in the office for more details if you are interested.

Thank you for keeping our local
1-151 National Guards in your
prayers as they deployed to areas
of conflict in Minneapolis. Please
keep praying for Sergio ClarkCarbajal and Mallory Roelke as
they are still deployed out of state.

A note from Pastor Renee…
o Thank you, First English, for the many months you've invited me to share the Good News! I
hope it's been a blessing for you as that's what it's been for me.
o I also want to thank your sisters with whom I've worked-Becky, Mari, and Liz. They've been
such kind, affirming, fine folks!
o Thanks to those who've shared appreciation with cards and emails. They warmed my heart.
I never imagined doing this sort of thing nor that it will be for this length of time but what a nice
surprise and blessing. I'm sad our time is over but even more, so I rejoice that you've found a
new shepherd. May God richly bless you and your new chapter of ministry!
Your sister in Christ- Pastor Renee

Pastor Renee Tecklenburg's last Sunday
to preach for us waws Sunday, April 18th. What a wonderful blessing she has been! Since she
likes to bake, we will be sending her a set of "Blessed beyond measure" measuring cups and
an apron crafted by Mary Weber. We would also like to include thank you notes from you! If
you prefer to send a note to her, her email and post office addresses are below and will be
available on our website under the Announcements tab on the right side of the homepage.
We hope we can show our immeasurable appreciation with many notes of gratitude!!
Renee Tecklenburg, 26819 395th Ave., Corsica, SD 57328 – email: rdteck@gmail.com

The Ortonville High School Theater Department presents “Laughter Is an Instant Vacation” at
7:00pm on Friday, April 30th and Saturday, May 1st. Two different variety shows of 10-minute
comedies and song. Tickets are $6.00 for adults and $4.00 for students. (No advance tickets
necessary, social distancing and face masks are requested) Presented by OHS students 7-12
with special appearances by 2020 senor drama students and OHS alumni, directed by Lisa
Berdan, assisted by Rachel Berdan.

Ortonville School’s Day of Caring sign-up is underway! If you are looking for help getting your
yard work done, or any other outdoor projects, mark April 30th down on your calendar. The
back-up date is Friday, May 7th. Projects must be able to be completed within a 3–4-hour
time frame by a team of 10-15 middle and high school students. For more information and
registration forms, call the District Office at 320-839-6181, or email Ortonville Area Schools
Superintendent Cory Larson at cory.larson@ortonville.k12.mn.us.

Tuesday, May 4th from 2-7pm. To schedule an appointment, please contact Audrey
Volkenant at 320-568-2385 or online at redcrossblood.org (Bellingham location).

Join us on Sunday, May 16th, during regular worship as we honor the following high school seniors
who will be graduating at the end of this month. They include:
Tyler, son of Hope Elbert
Zachary, son of Nick and Billie Jo Wendell
Nathan, son of Darin and Kristi Ehrenberg
Ryan, son of Mark and Kim Muenchow
Heath, son of Brent and Kathy Peterson
Charles, son of Ivan and Marina Thomson
Hailey, daughter of Jared & Bridget Schwebach

THANK YOU’S
Thank you for supporting FELCs giving emphasis!

May 2021
Designated Funds
Building (please specify)
$______
Operating Fund
$______
Other Global Missions _
Companion Synod in S.A.
$______
Name_____________________________

January ............................................................ Technology Fund
February ................................................. Service Trip Scholarship
March ....................................... Big Stone Lake Area Food Shelf
April ........................................................ SWMN Funding Initiative
May ......... Global Missions - Companion Synod in South Africa
June ................................................................... Someplace Safe
July ...................................................................... Families in Need
August .................................................................. Baptism Chests
September .......................................................Endowment Fund
October............................................. Jaycees Project Christmas
November ..................God’s Work, Our Hands/Service Projects
December ........................................................ ELCA Missionaries

Thank you to everyone who donated Easter Lilies/plants to our Easter Garden:

. . . in loving memory of Richard Janke from Pat Janke.
. . . in loving memory of Ken Simonitch from his family.
. . . in loving memory of Wes Strei from the Strei family.
. . . in loving memory of Bill Hoel by Donna Hoel & family.
. . . in loving memory of Gene from Mary Lou Olson and family.
. . . in honor of her children and grandchildren from Marilyn Hanson.
. . . in loving memory of loved ones from Dean and Anita Longnecker.
. . . in honor of Jim Quade, Kathy’s brother, from Rob and Kathy Randall.
. . . in loving memory of Orren, Alice, and Joel Rude from Marilyn Chindvall.
. . . in loving memory of Ray and other loved ones from Lois Bergeson and family.
. . . in celebration of our Savior and Lord, from Glenda Reiffenberger and family.
. . . in loving memory of Adeline Brown from David and Debbie Ellingson and family.
. . . in loving memory of Mildred and Bernard Peterson from Mark and Kandi Hamann.
. . . in loving memory of Herman & Alice Ellingson from David and Debbie Ellingson and family.
. . . in loving memory of our parents; Lawrence and Evelyn Lundin and Orlin and Elizabeth Ydstie.

Spring Forward in Faith
Parish Nurse Ministry
It’s truly beautiful to watch winter melt into spring. I go outside and feel the sun bring new warmth. It's familiar
but new all at once.
Isaiah 43:19 NIV says, "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way
in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland."
Sometimes in order to come into a new season and spring forward in faith, we have to let go of the old season.
Isaiah 43:18 NIV says, "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past." One of the many lessons life teaches
us is to let go. We can't hang on to past hurts, past struggles, and past relationships. And, sometimes this means we
have to give ourselves time to grieve in order to move forward. We may have to let ourselves feel the loss, be sad
for a little while, and talk to someone who cares. After we have grieved, we can pick ourselves up and start looking
ahead once again.
As spring starts to surface and the trees begin to bloom, we can see God’s reminder to align our hearts to the new
thing He’s doing. Let us go to prayer, asking Jesus to help us embrace all the “new” he has in store for us:
Dear Lord, Thank you for developing me into the person You want me to be. I have to admit, Jesus, that sometimes
I find it hard to let go of old things even when I know they are holding me back. Help me, Lord, to truly see this
spring season for what it is: a lovely reminder of how beautiful change can truly be. As flowers begin to adorn the
trees once again and fresh grass rises up from the ground, renew in me the strength to let go of the past and move
forward in my faith journey with You. Amen

Spring: a lovely reminder of how beautiful change can truly be.
Therefore encourage one another,
and build each other up as you are already doing.
1 THESS: 5-11

‘As members of
the ELCA, we
believe that we are
freed in Christ to
serve and love our
neighbor. With our
hands, we do
God’s work of
restoring and
reconciling
communities in
Jesus Christ’s
name throughout
the world.’
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1

Daily Lenten Devotions are available @ www.firstenglish.net - click on “Weekly Schedule & Daily Devotions”

2 9:00 am Worship –

3

Communion - KDIO Broadcast
– Facebook Live

10:00 am Staff Mtg.
7:00 pm Councill

4
8:30 am Day of Love

Saturday

5 9:30 am TV Broadcast

6

79:00 am Bulletin Printed 8

5:30 pm TV Broadcast

National Day of Prayer

9 9:00 am Worship -

10

11

12 9:30 am TV Broadcast

Communion -KDIO Broadcast
– Facebook Live

10:00 am Staff Mtg.

8:30 am Day of Love

5:30 pm TV Broadcast

16

17

18

19 9:30 am TV Broadcast

9:00 am Worship – Communion
– Senior Recognition - KDIO
Broadcast – Facebook Live

10:00 am Staff Mtg.

8:30 am Day of Love

5:30 pm TV Broadcast

13

20

14

15

9:00 am Bulletin Printed

Fred Lockwood
Memorial Service

21

22

9:00 am Bulletin Printed

Newsletter Deadline

23 9:00 am Contemporary 24

25

26 9:30 am TV Broadcast

Worship - KDIO Broadcast –
Facebook Live

8:30 am Day of Love

5:30 pm TV Broadcast

10:00 am Staff Mtg.

30 9:00 am Worship - KDIO 31 Office Closed
Broadcast – Facebook Live
OHS Graduation

27

28
9:00 am Bulletin Printed

29

