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God is creating in us…

From the Pastor

Do I dare say, “happy summer?” It’s been an unusual spring and I think we all long for consistent “normal” spring
weather that eases us into summer. We long for the springtime’s we remember.
Pastor Norma Malfatti, from the Minneapolis synod, wrote about nostalgia, joy, and change. She quotes Svetlana
Boym, a cultural theorist and former professor at Harvard University, describing reflective nostalgia, as a longing for
the past while acknowledging that the past cannot be recreated and may not even be as idyllic as we remember.
Restorative nostalgia, on the other hand, seeks to recreate the past, in the present. Boym writes, “Restorative nostalgia
does not think of itself as nostalgia, but rather as truth and tradition.”
Malfatti writes, “Restorative nostalgia would have us attempt to recreate the past; to seek to revive all the committees,
ministries, and other contextually important structures and events that were a part of our congregations in 2019 (and
prior). Reflective nostalgia would have us examine our pre-pandemic ways of being (ministries, teams, liturgies, etc.)
and wonder whether they serve us and the community now, no matter how faithful and effective they were three years
ago.
The answer might be yes, but it could just as easily be no. The world is different than it was before the pandemic and
the world watched George Floyd’s murder on electronic devices. No matter how hard we try, we will never be able to
recreate life as we knew it in those before times because we know what’s happened since then. Our ignorance cannot
be recaptured.”
This is not the first time in its history the Church has been unsettled. The church has had a “garage sale” every 500
years or so. The late Phyllis Tickle described this “garage sale” as the time in which the church decides what it will
carry forward and what it will leave behind. And yet, this garage sale is not a fire sale. Not everything must go.
Pastor Eric Johnson writes, “To be midwives of the Church of the future, we can't focus on protecting the church of
the past. We need to look honestly at the Church of the past - the good, the bad, and the ugly. We do this not to feel
guilt or shame - but to celebrate the good, repent of the bad, and learn from it all. If we learn anything from the history
of the Church, we CANNOT go back to what was. But, if we are open to it, there is great hope for what can be!”
Based on the wisdom of Dr. Thema Bryant, before we can move forward, we must take some time to reflect on what
was, to honestly (without judgment – you/we were living into our ministry the way you/we thought was the most
faithful at the time) assess what could have served our mission better, to contemplate what we have learned these past
few years, to prayerfully consider what adjustments or new ministries are possibilities to make room for visions and
dreams and positive change going forward, to reflect on how much you’ve changed individually and how much the
church has changed, to give testimony on how you/we have survived the last few years.
The big question is “Why does FELC exist?” Has the answer to that question changed in the last three years? Do you
think it should? Will our ministry help us live out our purpose today? I’d love to have a conversation together to hear
your answers to these questions.
As a reminder and encouragement, hear God’s words to Joshua as God’s words to you this day: “As I was with Moses,
so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. … I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not
be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:5b, 9 NRSV)
On the journey together,

Pastor Denise

YOUTH NEWS
Youth News June 2022
Confirmation classes are over until the Fall.
We had Senior Recognition on Sunday, the 15th. We thank Liz Ketz for leading the service.
Congratulations to these 2022 Graduating Seniors:
Samantha
Taya
Hunter
Marisa
Bret
Quintin
Adam
Jasper
Thank you to the Day of Love for making quilts for the seniors.
Thank you to the Confirmation students and their mentors for being Greeters during the school year.

Upcoming Events:
9th - VBS at Bonanza State Park from 8:30-3:30pm.
19th - Father’s Day
21st - First Day of Summer
I will be planning some day trips for the older youth and possibly the
younger kids as well.
Thank you to Cindy Scholberg, Glenn and Deb Henningson, and Russ
and Ronda Thielke for their kind donations to the youth.
Thank you to the Board of Education for the very kind words and the gifts.
I appreciate you all so very much. The past few years have definitely been different for us and at times hard to run
effective programs. But you all worked so hard and did whatever was necessary to make things work! Thank you
for volunteering your time and touching the lives of our children.
Have a blessed summer,
Nancie Haukos

FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BOARD MEETING- May 2, 2022
Members Present: Pastor Denise Fossen, Kristi Ehrenberg (president), Marilyn Chindvall (vice president) and Lay
Ministry, Becky Parker (treasurer), Darin Ehrenberg-Stewardship, Kim Anderson-Evangelism, Michelle Bauer
(Christian Ed), Youth & Family (Kari Dorry), Church Properties (Art Vollmer), and Liz Ketz-acting secretary.
Meeting was called to order by President Kristi Ehrenberg at 7:50 PM.
Approval of April Minutes. There is one change: Kim Anderson was the board member that presented the
information at the meeting. Some discussion on the increased property tax and clarification that this is due to an
assessment for the road work. Kari and Darin MSP.
Approval of March Treasurer’s Report. We are still lagging behind on the offering versus the expenditures. Becky
presented some of the reasons. We are using some of our reserve funds each month the meet the bills. We will
continue to monitor this. Darin and Marilyn MSP.
Membership Changes: We have two families that have expressed an interest in joining the church: Paula Reisdorph
and Shawn and Kristin Taffe and children Tessa and Sullivan. Kim made a motion to accept them. Seconded by
Kari. MSP.
Board of Lay Ministry: Marilyn Chindvall
Evaluated the Lenten Season, Holy Week and Easter. For the most part it is felt things went well. FWV was added
part way through the season so next year that will hopefully be better met. The gifts for the seniors have been
purchased from Cutting Edge. The lay ministry has agreed to accept the Pastor’s request for redistribution of her pay.
A resolution was passed adjusting Pastor Denise’s housing allowance and salary as requested by her. A full
resolution is on file in the church office. Becky and Marilyn MSP.
A discussion was had on the council approving the confirmands for confirmation in order that there be a bit more
accountability on the students to show that they have made an effort to complete at least the minimum of the
coursework required to get confirmed. Parish/Pastor Relations Committee will be meeting on May 9th. The kitchen is
open and there are not restrictions from outside agencies. Funerals are being catered because we do not have the
manpower or the volunteers to do as much as we had done in the past and alleviates the lack of payment that occurred
with some families. This is now part of the funeral home meeting process. The Ladies group are working on setting
up teams to assist at funerals. Discussion on computers was had. There was nothing that needed to be done. It was
more just for information that computers were fixed and a new one ordered for Nancie. Board members, Erik
Fladhammer, Brent Zahrbock, and Sara Mattison, whose terms are to expire will serve another term. Kristi and
Marilyn have also agreed to another term as President and Vice President.
Board of Evangelism: Kim Anderson
FWV services are going well. FELC is responsible for 1st and 2nd Sundays (1st is live and 2nd with the thumb drive.
Both services will have communion), Trinity Lutheran, Odessa will do the 3rd Sunday and Zion Lutheran will do the
4th Sunday. Have some new volunteers to help out with the services. Discussion continued on what to do for Mission
Emphasis. A motion was made to accept Paula Reisdorph and Shawn and Kristin Taffe and children Tessa and
Sullivan for membership at FELC. Marilee and Deb MSP. New Member Sunday will be held on June 5th with
fellowship to follow serving donuts. Pastor Denise was contacted about helping Mound Cemetery with a fundraiser
that they are going to be having to raise funds for a directory building. The date of June 28 th has been set for some
type of sandwich and salad luncheon. FELC will be involved in some way. We are waiting for more information to
come. Kim has agreed to serve another term and remove Michelle Giese.
Christian Education: Michelle Bauer
At this time there have not been any people who are willing to serve on this board and they have asked approximately
8 people. Michelle is going off. Also, remove Katie Webster from the list. VBS is tentatively scheduled for June 9th
at Bonanza. Crosses have been ordered. Thanks to Marilyn. Sunday School leaders have been thanked. Next year
Sunday School has not be set firmly yet. Thinking about doing the large group again but not having parents attend

with the students. There will be some adult help needed. The board has a concern about the Noisy Offering and would
like to have it done during the Children’s message. The Noisy Offering goes to funding the South African Student
tuition. The board feels that this needs to be kept separate and special for the kids and having it done with regular
offering deters from its specialness.
Youth and Family: Kari Dorry
Gayla Athey has agreed to stay on for another term. Kori Block has not been coming so her name will be removed.
Easter breakfast went well even though there were some people who did not show up for their appointed shift. A profit
of $460.56 was made. 7-75 donated the cinnamon rolls for the breakfast. A thank you was sent to them. A new
computer was ordered for Nancie. Senior Recognition will be held on May 15th and the Juniors and Sophomores will
be asked to help with the coffee hour. The Duluth Trip has been cancelled and Nancie is looking at doing 2 or 3 trips.
Stewardship: Darin Ehrenberg
Discussion held on getting people back in church and giving offerings or getting on to the automatic payment program.
Easter did not get us caught back up. Looking at doing a temple talk and reminding them that their offerings are
needed. We need to keep the congregation informed in the hopes that giving will come back. We also need to address
the KDIO listeners and the Facebook Live watchers to send in their offerings. Julie Schneider and Jon Anderson have
agreed to be on this board.
Church Properties: Art Vollmer
Ron and Warren are going off. We do need to find 4 members for
this board. Asked for this to be announced in church that members
are needed for not only this board but also for other boards. Annual
review of the Use of the Building looked at. Nonprofits will be assessed
the $50 fee. Bell repair was discussed and the bill for fixing them has
been estimated to be between $30 and $40 thousand. There will be
more research done on this. A possible temple talk is being
considered. Ongoing need discussed: Luther Rose- still looking for
the pattern. Fellowship hall painting- at present on hold. Carpet in back
hallway over asbestos in hallway- The cost of the carpet estimate is
$2,674. The hallway should be repainted before the carpet is laid. Sanctuary
painting- Roger Sandberg was contacted and he suggested Lifforts in
Watertown and they have been contacted but no response has been made.
Ceiling tiles in hallway are being looked at. Storage room tile needs
to be installed. They have been paid for but once they are up
insurance will reimburse us. Fire Extinguisher check will be done in
the fall.
Pastor’s Report:
Worship: Worship services in April at Fairway View included in person Sunday, April 3rd and Maundy Thursday
(April 14), with lay-led services on Sunday’s April 10th and 24th. Midweek Lenten service at FELC on April 6th,
Maundy Thursday with First Communion on April 14th, Good Friday on April 15th, two services on Easter April
17th, one Sunday service at FELC on April 3rd, 10th, and 24th. Thanksgiving for Baptism service planned for
Eastertide (April 24th – May 29th) with a Creation/Recreation service on April 24th. WAM Wednesday April 6th.
Conversations with altar guild on communion and Holy Week. Hymn selection with Amy Adelman on April 26th for
May-June. Update on services at Fairway View. Currently FELC has the first, second, and fifth Sundays. I preside at
the first Sunday; lay people bring flash-drive for other services. Trinity at Odessa has the third Sunday; Zion in
Ortonville has the fourth Sunday. I am still waiting for UMC to get back to me if their lay people are interested in
doing a Sunday. Confirmation and Youth: Confirmation classes were held April 20th and 27th. Most 7-8th grade
students had their projects ready and presented to the class. Great work and insight. The others will present next time
we meet. We have class on May 11th and 18th. Pastoral Care: After phone and in person visits, new members to
approve are Paula Reisdorph and Shawn & Kristin Taffe and family. Funerals and visitations: Donna Hoel
visitation Monday April 18th and funeral with burial April 19th. Marilyn Barnhardt visitation Tuesday April 19th and
funeral with burial April 20th. Don Tiegs memorial service Saturday April 23rd.· Robert Steen graveside service
Thursday, April 28th. Phone calls, hospital visits, texts, and home visits made. Synod and Miscellaneous: Zoom
meeting with Bishop on April 5th. Conference meetings by zoom April 7th, 14th, 28th. Joint conference with Glacial
Ridge in person April 21st at Zion in Ortonville. Flights are scheduled for Churchwide Assembly in August. Looking
Forward: Parish/Pastor meeting Monday, May 9th. Marlow Hansen service at the Big Stone American Legion
Saturday May 21st. Barb Johnson inurnment Saturday, May 21st. Baptism for Ryley Sigler May 29th. I’ll be doing
invocation and benediction at the Ortonville Memorial Day Service May 30th. Funeral memorial service for Darlyne
Ceaser June 4th.
Next council meeting will be on June 6th at 7:00 PM
Closed with Lord’s Prayer at 8:52 PM.

We will have a summer worship hymn sing at Fairway View Neighborhoods the
2nd Wednesday of June, July & August at 4 pm.
Board of Evangelism will serve treats following service. Please Join Us!

CHURCH NEWS
PRAYERS FOR HEALING and COMFORT for Carol Barrett; Ken Henneberg; Arlen LaCombe; Mark Nypen;
Gail Olson; Beth Swanson; Brandi Tweeter; Dale Balster; Mick Boone; Henry Domine; Paul Erdman; Larry
Helgeson; Natalie Henneberg; Zane Kilde; Linda Olson; Brian Pribyl; Janice Redfield; Jerry Stotesbury; Terry
Ward; and Hannah Zehringer.. AT FAIRWAY VIEW NEIGHBORHOODS: Ruth Hansen, Eleanor Nickolauson,
and Aletta Simonitch. ALL OUR MILITARY who are deployed to areas of conflict. If you would like a name
added/removed from our prayer list, please contact Mari in the church office.
CONGRATULATIONS

. . . Congratulations and God’s blessings to Erik and Beth Fladhammer & their family as they welcomed their baby
boy, Logan Isaac on Monday, May 9th.
. . . Congratulations and God’s blessings to Ryley Ruth, daughter of Cass and Emily Sigler. as we welcome her into
the Lord’s family through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Sponsors are Eric and Dena Burman, Nicole Dunnihoo,
and Cody and Stephanie Sigler. God’s blessings on them.
SYMPATHIES

. . . May the God of all consolation be with the family of Merwyn “Merv”
Redfield who passed away on May 14th, 2022. Merv is a relative of Bruce and
Kris Redfield.
KDIO BROADCASTS (sponsored . . . )

. . . (Sunday, May 1) was sponsored in memory of Lance Beckman
. . . (Sunday, May 8) was sponsored by Susan Thaxton and Christy and Chuck Stern in memory of Bev Jones and
supporting our dear friendship with the Jones family. Because someone we love is in heaven, there is heaven in
our hearts, especially on Mother’s Day.
. . . (Sunday, May 15) was sponsored in honor of our college graduate, Kelsie, and the high school graduates from
Darin and Kristi Ehrenberg.
. . . (Sunday, May 22) was sponsored in by gifts given in memory of Donald Tiegs to his family.
. . . (Sunday, May 29) was sponsored by Ev Johnson in memory of her husband Gary, and in honor of all service
men and women who have served in our military forces and those who are currently serving to keep our country
free. Remember “Freedom Isn’t Free.”
ALTAR GUILD TEAMS – JUNE
Sacristy, Sanctuary, Banners & Surplices:
Fair Linens:
Brass Care:
Flower Committee:

Pat Collins and Mariah Harper
Evelyn Olson
Mary Lou Olson & Pat Collins
Jocelyn Schowalter & Julie Hipple

2022 Vacation Bible School
VBS Camp Bonanza is Thursday, June 9th from 9 am to 3 pm. Please
meet in the church parking lot at 8:20 am with the permission slip,
water bottle, swimsuit/towel, and sunglasses/hat/jacket if needed.
The bus will return at 4:00 pm.
For all kids who have finished grades K-6, transportation provided.
We will enjoy Bible study, crafts, games, hikes, roasting hotdogs,
telling stories, and sharing good fellowship in the name of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Contact Nancie for additional questions/concerns.

We are planning a late fall “Craft, Gift Basket Raffle, Dish Towel and Garden Produce” sale
later this fall. We have many in our congregation with these talents so we’re asking you to
plan ahead.
Get started by planting extra produce in your garden now (onions, carrots, squash, etc.)
Think of items for a gift basket- set up a theme, watch for items on sale and look for cute
baskets this summer. We are hoping all crafters, wood workers, quilters and decorators will
find the time to be creative again this summer.
For further information, if you have additional ideas or want to help, Marilyn Hanson is your
contact person: 605.862.8908 (leave a message if no answer) or dmhanson@tnics.com.

THE ANNUAL
ELECTION
MEETING

June 1st at 9 AM
church lounge
~ Hostess ~
Arlene Vollmer
~ Lesson ~
Kate Heineke

will be June
19th following
fellowship.

‘As members
of the ELCA,
we believe
that we are
freed in
Christ to
serve and
love our
neighbor.
With our
hands, we
do God’s
work of
restoring
and
reconciling
communities
in Jesus
Christ’s
name
throughout
the world.’

COME ENJOY THE PANCAKE BREAKFAST!
at Green Lake Bible Camp for a Pancake Breakfast on June 5th from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm!
Enjoy a variety of pancakes, syrups, and toppings served with sausage links, fruit, juice, and
coffee! Yard games will be set up by the lake! Proceeds will support our camp scholarship
fund.
Adults and children 13+ - $9.00
Children 12 and under - $5.00
Children under 5 - FREE

THANK YOU’S
Thank you for supporting FELCs giving emphasis!

June 2022
Designated Funds
Building (please specify)
Operating Fund
Other Someplace Safe

$______
$______
_
$______

Name_____________________________

January ...................................................... Technology Fund
February ........................................... Service Trip Scholarship
March ................................. Big Stone Lake Area Food Shelf
April .................................................SWMN Funding Initiative
May ... Global Missions - Companion Synod in South Africa
June.............................................................. Someplace Safe
July ................................................................ Families in Need
August ............................................................. Baptism Chests
September ................................................. Endowment Fund
October ....................................... Jaycees Project Christmas
November ........... God’s Work, Our Hands/Service Projects
December ................................................. ELCA Missionaries

SUMMER OFFERING THOUGHTS…
As we continue into the summer months, we pray that you will always be faithful in your
Stewardship giving. The satisfaction of loving God by giving and His response with bountiful
blessings are too compelling. May you continue to be stewards and follow the Lord.
Thank you from the Stewardship Board
The pink envelopes for each month are for designated funds. You may designate your extra
gift to any fund you wish. Our Board of Stewardship also designates a special emphasis for
each month of the year. All gifts given during the month of June go to the local office of
“Someplace Safe”, a very important resource for our community.

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022
Speaker ~ Ilene Dirks of Sioux Center, IA
“Best Friends Forever”
Music ~ Dan Lindholm of Milbank, SD
Special Feature ~ Lynn Swanson of Madison, MN
Memory Bears

FELC Women – Can We Help?
The Kiwanis group met with Mark Lindquist
via Zoom to learn more about his work in
Ukraine. The group is trying to organize a public
Zoom with Mark so that more people can hear
what is really happening and suggestions as to
how we can help make a difference. They have
asked if the FELC Women/anyone in our
congregation would like to donate cookies and
lemonade for this event and/or make a monetary
donation. The FELC Women has recently sent
$500.00 to Mark Lindquist/Ukraine for his
work. If you would like to donate cookies and/or
lemonade for the meetings with Mark or give a
monetary donation, please call Ethel at 320-3050825. Further information will be forthcoming
as they are in the beginning stages of planning.

A Note from your Parish Nurses
Son of Solomon 2:12 “The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing of
birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land”
Yes, it is summer! We have planted our flowers, we are filling our bird feeders,
And enjoying our time outside. Remember to be safe and most importantly
remember to give thanks to God for all good things that come our way!

Enjoy your summer, God is good!

SCHEDULING
GREETERS
June
5: Jon & Kim Anderson
12: Darin & Kristi Ehrenberg
19: Kirstin Karels & Marge Dragseth
26: Jim & Neva Foster
July
3: Debbie and David Ellingson
10: Liz Ketz and Becky Parker
17: Kathy Randall and Jackie Domine
24: Marla Strei and Tami Lundberg
31: Deb Henningson and Lori Strei
KEYBOARD/ORGANIST
June
5: Kathy Haukos (FWV)
12: Marilyn Hanson
19: Lisa Berdan (Contemporary)
26: Amy Adelman
LAY ASSISTANTS
June
5: Marge Dragseth & Lori Larson
12: Becky Parker & David Ellingson
July
3: Jim Foster & Darin Ehrenberg
10: Marilyn Chindvall & Terry Kalberg
FAIRWAY VIEW ASSISTANTS
June:
5: Brent Zahrbock, Lois Bergeson
12: Marla and Dick Strei
LECTOR
June
5: Lois Bergeson
12: Sara Mattison
19: Jim Schmeichel
26: Ellie Helgeson
July
3: Brent Zahrbock
10: Becky Parker
17: Kathy Randall
24: Barb Wiese
31: Marilyn Hanson

ACOLYTES
June
5: Eliot & Mikaela
12: Raimi & Ava
19: Mason & Miley
26: Archer & Bryson
July
3: Ashton S. & Madilyn
10: Julia & Jaclyn
17: Mikaela & Rylie
24: Brandon & Bryson
31: Brooke & Hannah B.
TECHNOLOGY DESK
June
5: Marina Thomson & Liz Ketz
12: Marina Thomson & David Ellingson
19: Marina Thomson & Marge Dragseth
26: Marina Thomson & Terry Kalberg
July
3: Marina Thomson & Liz Ketz
10: Marina Thomson & David Ellingson
17: Marina Thomson & Marge Dragseth
24: Marina Thomson & Terry Kalberg
31: Marina Thomson & Dean Strand
USHERS
June
5: Brent Zahrbock, Dean Strand,
Vern Nickolauson, David Ellingson
12: Garry Swenson, Eldon Knutson,
Darin Ehrenberg, and Harley Helgeson
19: Russel Thielke, Gale May,
Warren Weise, and Connie Newman
26: Eugene Stotesbury, Jim Foster,
Gale May, and Keven Berdan
July
3: Ev Johnson, Kevin Fossen,
Jon & Kim Anderson
10: Glenn Henningson, Ron Athey,
Art Vollmer, and Larry Dahle
17: Dick and Adam Strei, Dean
Longnecker, and Vern Nickolauson
24: Tami Lundberg, Jackie Domine,
Liz Ketz, and Marilyn Chindvall
31: Dick Strei, Adam Strei, Larry Dahle,
and Rodney Torgerson

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

June 2022 ✞ ✞ ✞ First English Lutheran Church
Daily Lenten Devotions are available @ www.firstenglish.net - click on “Weekly Schedule & Daily Devotions”

1

9:00 am Circle 4

2

9:30 am TV Broadcast
5:30 pm TV Broadcast

5

9:00 am Worship – Communion –

Pentecost - KDIO & Facebook Broadcast
10:00 am Fellowship
10:30 am Fairway View Worship - Live

6

10:00 am Staff Mtg

7

8:30 am Day of Love

7:00 pm Council

8

9:30 am TV Broadcast

9

4:00 pm FWV Hymn Sing
5:30 pm TV Broadcast
6:15 pm Worship/Arts/Music

8:30 am Depart for VBS Camp
at Bonanza
9:00 am - 3 pm VBS
3:30 pm VBS returns to church

15

16

3

4

9:00 am Bulletin Printed

10:00 am Ceaser Visitation
11:00 am Darlyne Ceaser
funeral

10

12

9:00 am Bulletin Printed

New Member Sunday

12

9:00 am Worship – Communion -

13

10:00 am Staff Mtg

14

8:30 am Day of Love

KDIO & Facebook Live Broadcast
10:00 am Fellowship
10:30 am Fairway View Worship –
prerecorded

19

9:00 am Worship – Contemporary

9:30 am TV Broadcast

Flag Day

20

10:00 am Staff Mtg

21

8:30 am Day of Love

– KDIO & Facebook Live Broadcast
10:30 am Annual Election Meeting

9:00 am Worship - Installation of

Council & Board Members – Noisy
Offering - KDIO & Facebook Live
Broadcast
10:00 am Fellowship

9:00 am Bulletin Printed

18

Newsletter Deadline

22

9:30 am TV Broadcast

23

5:30 pm TV Broadcast
First Day
of Summer

26

17

5:30 pm TV Broadcast

27

10:00 am Staff Mtg

28

8:30 am Day of Love

29

9:30 am TV Broadcast

5:30 pm TV Broadcast

30

24

9:00 am Bulletin Printed

25

